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ORIGIN ans SUPPLEMENT 


le wooden-box anti-tank mines are being produced at the 
factory In Matico, ou the outskirts of Bilbao, et an average daily rate of 
approximately 1000. {Prior information on thie factory has been given in 
80 2554, distributed on 9 January 1947+) At night the boxes are sent by 
military trucks to Vitoria, where they aro leaded with the explosive charge 
in the powder factory of that citye As of 135 February 1947 there was a stook- 
pile of some 20,000 soxes at Matioo, for which military trucks had been 
urgently requested to take then to Vitoriae [BM the director 25X1X 
of the factory, Alfonso Fonseca, was to depart for Tangier on 13 suubeal he 
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The factory oviginelly was managed by Angel Sasieta, but was teken over 
the ilitary prior to mid-December 1946, because of deficient production, and 
placed undar the manigement of a Lieutenant colonel from the Blue Division 
25X1X who had had exporisuse with the German wooden=box mine on the Russien fronts 


Ze Jingel Sasietats shop on Calle Bilcano, 
Bilbao, is engaged exclusively in the manufacture of the wooden mechanism, 


illustreted at the oad of this report, used to set off the fuse to detonate 


this type of minee ‘he procuotion fram this shop is seat to i at made 
part of the boxes being wenvufactured in that citye 6 
boxes manufactured in Madrid, as wall as those manufactured in alencia, are 


sent to Galdacano to be loaded with explosives 25X1X% 
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Se The boxes formerly 
were made almost square, but in mid-l'sbruary 1947 were being made with ineide 
Qimensions cf 43 cme x 30 cms x 45 cme The 11d of the box is sliding, and on its 
inside surface has several grooves for sase of operetione. In the interior are 
alenting partitions for the purpose of keeping the explosive charge in place, 
and to ensure contac! between the trip mechanism end the fuses The explosive 
charge in the mine is reported by source to be “trilita’, and tests reportedly 
have demonstrated thet pressure from a weight of 200 kilozrams is sufficient to ~ 
detonate the weapcne Below is a sketch of the trip mechanism, which forms a 
plug Inserted im the upper surface of the boxe This mechanism was formerly made 
of metal, and the box itself was gino~lined; but the lining has been eliminated 
end tie mechenlom mede elmost entirely of wood to prevent detestion of the minse 
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